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Allah, drank it off, and then said to the slave, " Pour me out a
second." This he did ; I swallowed it, and said, " Now you may
take the cup away."

The desired effect was fully attained. 'Abel-Allah's face
announced defeat, while the rest of the assembly whispered
together. The prince turned to 'Abd-el-Lateef and began
talking about the dangers to which the land was exposed from
spies, and the wicked designs of infidels for ruining the king-
dom of the Muslims. The Kadee and his companions chimed
in, and the story of the pseudo-Darweesh traveller killed at
Derey'eeyah, and of another (but who he was I cannot fancy;
perhaps a Persian, who had, said 'Abd-Allah, been also recog-
nized for an intriguer, but had escaped to Muscat, and thus
baffled the penalty due to his crimes), were now brought forward
and commented on. Mahboob now at last spoke, but it was to
ridicule such apprehensions. " The thing is in itself unlikely,"
said he ; " and were it so, what harm could they do ? " alluding
to my companion and myself.

On this I took up the word, and a general conversation
ensued, in which I did my best to explode the idea of spies and
spymanship, appealed to our own quiet and inoffensive conduct,
got into a virtuous indignation against such a requital of evil
for good after all the services which we had rendered court and
town; and quoted verses of the Goran regarding the wickedness
of ungrounded suspicion, and the obligation of not judging ill
without clear evidence. 'Abd-Allah made no direct answer,
and the others, whatever they may have thought, could not
support a charge abandoned by their master.

What amused me not a little was that the Wahhabee prince
had after all very nearly hit the right nail on the head, and
that I was snubbing him only for having guessed too well.
But there was no help for it, and I had the pleasure of seeing,
that though at heart unchanged in his opinion about us, he
was yet sufficiently cowed to render a respite certain, and our
escape thereby practicable.

This kind of talk continued awhile, and T purposely kept my
seat, to show the unconcern of innocence, till Mahboob made
me a sign that I might safely retire. On this I took leave of
'Abel-Allah and quitted the palace unaccompanied. It was